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I’'m in the process of reviewing Mr. Irvine’s work for Sunde Land surveying, who are in
the process of scanning it. He did a lot of work and we have a lot of his surveys. Most of them
are hand drawn ink on cloth or vellum.

His field notes are on 8 % x 11 sheets of paper and show what he found, the
measurements, and how he did the survey.

It is not only the amount of surveys that are impressive, but the quality of the work.

In my home office I have a photo of John B. Irvine sitting at a roll top desk with the

young Paul McLagan standing in the background. It was given to me by Paul’s grandson,

Clinton McLagan and I prize it. Clint also has stories to tell about his grandfather working for
Mr. Irvine.
The Survey of the City of St. Paul and the Standard Maps

In December of 1998 I met with Don Ernster, L.S. 6598, a past St. Paul City Surveyor to

talk about the city survey and the standard maps. Don started with the City in 1961 under Irv
Forsberg, L.S. 1734. |

Don had published an article in Dis-Closures discussing the use of the standard maps for
ground control for aerial photography in 1969. They needed 1 in 5,000 accuracy and the
standard maps hit close enough to do it. The article goes on to state in part:

St. Paul was incorporated in 1849. The rectangular survey (township section) in theu St.
Paul area was completed between 1845 and 1855. The City occupies part of four townships and
the corner common to these four townships is near the center of the City. There are
approximately fifty-five sections within the boundaries of St. Paul. The rectangular survey was
the base for all surveys within the City and the notes and maps from this survey were the first
recorded documents of St. Paul’s survey records.

The government survey placed wooden hubs at the section and quarter section corners.

There are more than 5,000 survey notebooks in the files of the Public Works Department.
If one were to page through them chronologically and trace the survey lines on a City map, the
order of development of the City would unfold before him. The information in these books is
very valuable and City Surveyors use it to establish street centerlines and property lines. Private

surveyors use this information to locate lot and block corners and as evidence in court cases.
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One Hundred and Forty-two additions have been accepted by tha
Common Council during the vear. The "boom' in the real estate market
nas vesulted in the rush of real estate dealers and property owners to
put their property into lots and throw them upon the market. -
1914

514

In 1849 when e village of $t. Pauyl was: Incorporated, property owner-
ship was based on & aim lines. In 1833, the United States completed the
subdivision of the ferritory now covered by the City, and since that time
subdivision lines haveg been based on thess township and section lines, ex-
cepting where claim |hnes existed,

Between the years {885 and 1830, a1l of the section lines within the
city limits were re-run ¥ith transit and steel tape, and all section and
quarter section corners were marked with granite monuments. At the same
ot

ime all streets were re-surveyed snd monumented, so that a complete survey
of the then existing laid oyt portion of the city's entire srea was made

and mapped on 2 scale of 100\feet to one inch.

All existing platting was shown on these maps with record distances,
and also the re-surveyed distances with monuments. These maps were called
Standard maps and were made on mountad eggshell, each map covering one mile
east and west and one-half mile north znd south. There is 2 total of 118
of these maps. They were public récords and were used continually by out-
side surveyors, real estate men, etcy, as well as by employees of the City
Engineer's office. As they became badly worn, an attempt was made In 1902

and 1803 to trace them, but it was fourd impractical as so many of the lines
had been-obliterated by use and furtherbpre, a great many errors had been
ie in th Ting-in, in the original Matting. It was then decided to
he origin

P

{4

s on heayy, detail paper, trace these
blue-prints were to be used by the public

R % S
¥

ig

-
i
drawings and b ue-print them; the
and the original drawings to be preserved.
1927 - .
ha— o oo R o
= N y %, 1 e
i During this year, a determined effort has been made oo «complete the
standard city maps and other records which have been behind\for & number
standard city ma d = bes e
of vears This work is proceeding with all possible speed snd within the
LngriaPon - ‘ it i i int o lome of cord
coming yesar should be well up. With the increase in the yaiu;&aas records,
this Depariment is becoming very crampsd for Tiling and vault space and
arrangements should be made to increase the filing capacity of odr present
- F thi oo  mav be mrotectad nesl
vault, so that valuable records of this Department may be protected against
- Fireor :the{uiass, bAn a
2008

Mike Murphy, L.S. 41001, a past City Surveyor for the City of St. Paul, states that the 5
x 37 standard r;m;zs have been given to the Ramsey County Historical Society and some of the
standard maps have more than one book for them. ,

The bulk of the field books are from the ] S?é_“s. ’xiﬁ\e only found one from the 1860°s,
possibly by Curtice.

. ‘3 % % bt T ctadismes Yo Tir o e 3
He does not recall any bill passing the state legislature legalizing monuments as
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